I suspect every new organization president wrestles with questions like "What do I want to achieve during my presidency?" and "Where do I want to lead the organization during the next year?" These are weighty issues that focus on the best interests of the membership in general and the institution in particular. They're made especially challenging by the outstanding leadership and successes provided by recent past presidents. I have, appropriately, a very high standard to uphold.
With 1,500 members representing 30 different countries and 16 Affiliates and affiliated organizations, ABSA is no longer a small club of friends. We are gaining the mass to be noticed, to be listened to, to be asked for advice and help, and to make a difference in the realms of science we impact. It would be easy for me to suggest that we grow the organization because as we grow larger, we grow stronger and we have a louder voice. There is truth in this, and growing ABSA is a worthy goal that we should pursue. However, at this point, I believe it is also important to "grow our profession"-to bring more highly qualified scientists into our ranks, to strengthen our knowledge base, and to provide additional ABSA members who will enrich our organization. I believe there are many scientists and health and safety professionals who are unaware of the challenges and rewards of biosafety as a career, or of the need for highly skilled biosafety professionals in the scientific community.
To keep our profession attractive to others and respected within the scientific community, we must maintain, strengthen, and continue to demonstrate the high professional standards to which we adhere every day. Each of us must set the Gold Standard for professionalism, for technical competency, for cus-tomer service, and for flexibility and adaptability to meet the varied and often unanticipated needs of our customers. We must not simply continue to be the best of the best; we must continually get better at what we do. As "Neutron Jack" Welch, ex-CEO of General Electric, used to say, "You can't just talk the talk; you've also got to walk the walk."
One of the things we do best in ABSA is share our knowledge through networking, seminars, training sessions, and professional courses. ABSA is your organization, and I urge you to use the opportunities it offers to improve your skills as a biosafety professional. Meanwhile, your ABSA Council and I will continue to make ABSA better for you. The management consultants who helped us restructure our business model also helped us identify important areas for Task Force study; we held off implementing these during the first year in order to focus on the business infrastructure. This year we'll put Task Forces to work defining the parameters of the biosafety profession, enhancing the value and benefits of professional Registration and Certification, and determining the feasibility and usefulness of an ABSA Emergency Response capability to provide assistance during national and international emergencies that involve biosafety. If you have an interest in serving on one of these Task Forces, please let me know (gafunk@absa.org).
One other effort soon to be underway is a renewed push to catalog the ABSA Historical Collection and transfer it to safe archival storage. Once that's done, we can look at ways to make it accessible to members through, for example, displays at meetings and articles in this Journal. Ultimately, I'd like to see at least parts of the collection available online.
In future columns I'll discuss other ideas for Glenn A. Funk
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Applied Biosafety, 10(4) pp. 214-215 © ABSA 2005 moving ABSA forward. As always, I greatly appreciate your volunteer efforts to help make ABSA what it is. We wouldn't be here today if it weren't for the active and positive participation of our many talented members. As President, my door is open to you. Please send me e-mails with your ideas and suggestions. We'll talk about them, I'll take the great ideas to Council, and together we'll continue to make ABSA better and stronger.
G. A. Funk

Corrections and Clarifications
Special Features, Ask the Experts: "USDA BSL-3 Facility Requirements: What's the Concern?" authorship attribution in the After an intensive, multi-year scientific analysis, EPA has approved applications submitted by Mycogen Seeds (c/o Dow AgroSciences, LLC) and Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. for the use of a new corn plant-incorporated protectant (PIP) designed to control corn rootworm. Corn rootworm is a widespread and destructive insect pest responsible for the single largest use of conventional insecticides in the United States. The new product is the second PIP to offer protection against corn rootworm and is expected to result in a further reduction of chemical insecticide use by growers.
The new corn plant-incorporated protectant, Event DAS-59122-7 Corn, produces its own insecticide within the corn plant derived from Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), a naturally occurring soil bacterium. The Bt proteins used in this product, called Cry34Ab1 and Cry35Ab1 (Cry 34/35), control corn rootworm.
To reduce the likelihood of corn rootworm developing resistance to Bt, EPA is requiring Mycogen and Pioneer to ensure that buffer zones within the planted acreage be planted with corn that is not protected from corn rootworm to serve as a "refuge." The insect populations in the refuges will help prevent resistance development when they cross-breed with insects in the Bt fields. This resistance management strategy was developed as a condition of the registration, and EPA will require routine monitoring and documentation that these measures are followed.
The reduction in chemical pesticide use will benefit the environment directly and can mean less chemical exposure to people who apply pesticides to corn. The availability of multiple corn rootwormprotected corn products will also increase grower choice and price competition, resulting in lower seed prices for consumers and higher adoption rates. The product provides yet another way to combat corn rootworm, as well as indirect benefits such as energy savings resulting from reduced chemical insecticide use. As with similar products, EPA has approved Cry 34/35 for time-limited use, which will be subject to reevaluation in five years. For more information on EPA's regulation of biopesticide products, see www/epa.gov/pesticides/biopesticides/.
